
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 10, and 17 to read as follows. A marked-up copy 
these amended claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. Please note that all 
claims currently pending in this application are being reproduced below for the Examiner's 
convenience regardless of whether the claim is being amended. 



1. (Twice Amended) A purchase reauest approving apparatus capable 
' of approving a purchase request of a desired article, comprising: 

display means for displaying items/of information, the items of information 
being (i) stored in a database in advance and (iiYassociated with articles for which 
approval of purchase is requested, in a list wjndow capable of displaying the articles as a 
list; 

selecting means for selecting a desired article, in accordance with a user 
operation, from the articles displayed/in the list window; 

input means for inputting information representing approval or rejection of 
purchase of a selected article from the displayed articles; and 

purchase approving means for, when information representing approval of 
purchase of the selected sumect article is input, storing the inputted information in the 
database, and deleting from the displayed items associated with the articles displayed by 
said display means, displayed items associated with the approved article. 



2. (Not Presently Amended) TJ*e apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein a purchase request for approval is requested from a requester belonging to a group 
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based on predetermined common informationjand wherein said apparatus further 
comprises requester group setting means for sjetting a plurality of desired requester groups 
for which approval or rejection of purchase is to be determined by said purchase approving 



means in accordance with the predetermined 



common information. 



3. (Not Presently Amenc ed) The apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the group of requesters is a section group in a company, and the predetermined 
common information is an identification cocje, identification codes representing each 
section of the company. 

4. (Not Presently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising purchase request means ] br inputting (i) information associated with the 
desired article to be purchase-requested and (ii) information for requesting approval of 



purchase of the desired article and storing th 
wherein said purchase request means includes 
input information is stored in the database, a 
person who can approve or reject the purchas 



input information in the database, and 
display means for displaying, before the 
ist of specific information associated with a 
request from the requester, the requestor 



inputting (i) the input information and (ii) specific information associated with a person 
who has set the desired requester group by saifl requester groups setting means, and 
selecting a desired person from whom the requester requests approval to purchase, using 
Jhe^isplayed list. 
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5. (Not Presently Amended) Ttte apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein, when the information representing approval of purchase of the selected article is 
input and a purchase price of the article exceeds i predetermined amount, said purchase 
approving means notifies a user of the purchase price exceeding the predetermined 
amount. 

7. (Not Presently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising purchase request means fon(i) inputting information associated with the 
desired article to be purchase-requested and (if) information for requesting approval of 
purchase of the desired article and storing the/input information in the database. 



8. (Not Presently Amenjtied) The apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said display means is a browser o^ an Internet, the browser being executed by said 
purchase request approving apparatus connected to a communication network, and wherein 
said purchase approving means is constructed by a predetermined Web page displayed by 
the browser. 



9. (Not Presently Am 
wherein said purchase request approving 
communication network which can use ah 



nded) The apparatus according to claim 8, 
apparatus is a client terminal connected to a 
intranet environment. 
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10. (Twice Amended) A purchase reauest approving method of 



approving a purchase request of a desired article using/a computer, said method 
comprising: 

a display step of displaying items of information, the items of information 
being (i) stored in a database in advance and (ii) associated with articles for which 
approval of purchase is requested, in a list window/capable of displaying the articles as a 
list; 

a selecting step of selecting a deatired article in accordance with a user 
operation, from the articles displayed in the list/window; 

an input step of inputting information representing approval or rejection of 
purchase of a selected article from the displayed articles; and 

a purchase approving step ofl when information representing approval of 
purchase of the selected article is input, storing the inputted information in the database, 
and deleting, from the displayed items associated with the articles displayed in said display 
step, displayed items associated with the Approved article. 



1 1 . (Not Presently Amended) The methpd according to claim 10, 
wherein a purchase request for approval is requested from a requester belonging to a 
group based on predetermined common information, and wherein said method further 
comprises a requester group setting step of siting a plurality of desired requester groups 
for which approval or rejection of purchase is to be determined in said purchase approving 
step in accordance with the predetermined common information. 



• 



12. (Not Presently Amended) The mdfhod according to claim 11, 
wherein the group of requesters is a section group in a company, and the predetermined 
common information is an identification code, identification codes representing each 
section of the company. / 

13. (Not Presently Amended) TMe method according to claim 1 1, 
further comprising a purchase request step of inputting (i) information associated with the 
desired article to be purchase-requested and (ii) information for requesting approval of 
purchase of the desired article, and storing the input information in the database, and 
wherein said purchase request step includes a display step of displaying, before the input 
information is stored in the database, a list of specific information associated with a person 
who can approve or reject the purchase request from the requester, the requester inputting 
(i) the input information and (ii) specific information associated with a person who has set 
the desired requester group in said requester groups setting step, and selecting a desired 
person from which the requester requests approval to purchase, using the displayed list. 

14. (Not Presently Amended) The method according to claim 10, 
wherein, in said display step, a browser of an Internet is executed on a client terminal 
connected to a communication network to display the items of information associated with 
the articles, and wherein in said purchase approving step, information representing 
approval or rejection of purchase is input to a window on a predetermined Web page 
■displayed-b y the biuw sec^ / 
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15. (Not Presently Amended) The method according to claim 14, 
wherein the client terminal is connected to a communication network which can use an 

/ 

, — tntianet environment. - — - 



I 17. (Twice Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for executing a purchase request approving mettfbd of approving a purchase 
request of a desired article using a computer, said method comprising: 

a display step of displaying items OFinformation, the items of information 
being (i) stored in a database in advance and (ii)y&ssociated with articles for which 
approval of purchase is requested, in a list window capable of displaying the articles as a 
list; 

a selecting step of selecting a desired article in accordance with a user 
operation, from the articles displayed m the list window; 

an input step of inputting information representing approval or rejection of 
purchase of a selected article from the displayed articles; and 

a purchase approving step of, when information representing approval of 
purchase of the selected article is input, storing the inputted information in the database, 
and deleting, from the disp/ayed items associated with the articles displayed in said display 
step, displayed items associated with the approved article. 



REMARKS 

Applicants note that the aforementioned Office Action indicates that the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed February 17, 2002 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
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